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study, of which 'our people are incapable', with the result
that it becomes compulsory to adopt English as the
medium. But though he took the horse to the water he
could not make it drink. The Kala Bhavan and the
branches founded in various parts of the State languished
for want of pupils. In 1902 the Maharaja found that

cthe response among the people was so faint that after a time
the institution had to be contracted within narrower bounds.
Until the means of the people and the material wealth of the
country expand, there can be but little demand for the work
which such institutes turn out. So far the Kala Bhavan has done
but little beyond providing skilled dyers for Bombay Mills;
and until the people co-operate more earnestly its utility will not
be recognized. Once more it is the prevailing ignorance which
hampers every movement to help the people. They are sunk in
a fatalistic apathy and do not care to learn how to help them-
selves.' r

So discouraging was the response that, after an expert
had reported in 1921, the Maharaja was inclined to close
the institution. Wiser counsels prevailed. The school
was reorganized in 1924 and is working vigorously. It
badly needs adequate workshops and modern machinery,
especially as out of 357 pupils in 1926-7 no less than 140
were in the Mechanical Engineering class. The modern
trend, indeed, of Indian preferences is reflected in the
school, for out of the number just quoted 226 were
taking the courses in Civil and Mechanical Engineering,
whereas the ancient crafts of India, in which she has
achieved so much success, dyeing and weaving, attracted
between them no more than jo.

II

Closely connected with Compulsory Education is the
Library Movement, which is a special feature of the State,
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